
WINE RECOMMENDATION

Pentage Wines

2004 Pentâge, Vista View Vineyard 

(Okanagan Valley)

Both the winery name and that of its flagship red blend are 

supposedly inspired by pente, the Greek word for five, since the initial

planting of reds in the vineyard was limited to the five varieties in this 

blend. Who knows where Pentâge winemaker and co-owner Paul

Gardner, who was born in Singapore, learned Greek? But before his 

life on a vineyard, he was a marine engineer, no doubt sailing with a 

few Greek seamen. 

He has made a successful transition to wine grower and vintner with 

this boutique winery established in 2003 near Penticton. Gardner and 

spouse Julie Rennie sell all the wine directly and will not be opening a tasting room until they finish the massive 

cellar blasted into bedrock, with a winery on top. 

Ruby red in colour, the wine’s aromas are – as Gardner admits in his notes – “somewhat aloof” when the bottle

is opened but “come to life” with decanting. I chose to taste this in a superb “breathable” glass made by Eisch

Glaskultur of Germany and available in any shop that has good stemware. Wines open up in minutes, just as if

they had been decanted. 

The 2004 Pentâge opened to show notes of cassis and chocolate, with subtle cherry. On the palate, there are

flavours of cassis and mocha with an attractively rustic note of minerals. The tannins are fine-grained but firm. 

The wine is medium-bodied, with a polished elegance. 89 points.

Reviewed February 22, 2008 by John Schreiner.

THE WINE

Winery: Pentage Wines

Vineyard: Vista View Vineyard

Vintage: 2004

Wine: Pentâge

Appellation: Okanagan Valley

Grapes: Merlot (41%), Cabernet Sauvignon

(40%), Cabernet Franc (17%), Syrah / Shiraz

(1%), Gamay Noir (1%)

Price: $29.00 

THE REVIEWER

John Schreiner

John Schreiner has been covering the

wines of British Columbia for the past

30 years and has written 10 books on

the wines of Canada and BC. He has

judged at major competitions and is

currently a panel member for the

Lieutenant Governor’s Awards of

Excellence in Wine. Both as a judge and as a wine critic,

he approaches each wine not to find fault, but to find

excellence. That he now finds the latter more often than

the former testifies to the dramatic improvement shown

by BC winemaking in the past decade.
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